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November 7, 2025

Ambassador Jamieson Greer

United States Trade Representative

Office of the United States Trade Representative
600 17" Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20508

RE: Request for Comments on Suspending Section 301 Action for One Year: China’s
Targeting of the Maritime, Logistics, and Shipbuilding Sectors for Dominance (USTR-
2025-0274)

Dear Ambassador Greer:

On behalf of the National Retail Federation, please find our strong support for a one-year
suspension of the Section Action regarding China’s Targeting of the Maritime, Logistics, and
Shipbuilding Sectors for Dominance (Docket Number USTR-2025-0274).

NREF passionately advocates for the people, brands, policies and ideas that help retail
succeed. Retail is the nation’s largest private-sector employer, contributing $5.3 trillion to annual
GDP and supporting one in four U.S. jobs — 55 million working Americans. NRF empowers the
industry that powers the economy. For over a century, NRF has been a voice for every retailer
and every retail job, educating, inspiring and communicating the powerful impact retail has on
local communities.

NREF has previously submitted comments in opposition to the proposed actions in the
Section 301 investigation, which included a port service fee on maritime transport operators that
own or operate Chinese-built vessels that went into effect on Oct. 14. The Section 301 actions
were modified on Oct. 10 to include proposed tariffs on ship-to-shore cranes and key cargo
handling equipment such as rubber gantry cranes and chassis.

We appreciate and applaud the recent trade and economic deal that President Trump and
the administration were able to achieve with Chinese President Xi. While a key part of that deal
was reducing the fentanyl-related tariffs and providing certainty on the reciprocal tariffs, another
major part of the deal was an agreement for both China and the U.S. to suspend the vessel fees
that had been put in place for one year. Per the USTR notice, this also includes other Section 301
actions under the investigation. NRF strongly supports USTR’s request to apply the one-year
suspension to the actions and continue to negotiate with China over the specific issues outlined
in the Section 301 investigation.
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NREF appreciates the opportunity to support the one-year suspension of actions under this
Section 301 investigation. If you have any questions, please contact me or Jonathan Gold, NRF’s
Vice President, Supply Chain and Customs Policy.

Sincerely,
Y=

David French
Executive Vice President
Government Relations



